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Nursing - Sunshine Coast University Hospital (SCUH) 
Unit Profile – Operating Room  
Suite (ORS)  
 
Location 
 
6 Doherty Street 
Birtinya, Qld 4575 
Purple Lifts Level 2 
Phone: (07) 5202 5500 
 

Shift Times 
 
Shift times are outlined on the student roster provided before each placement period. These will vary between 
clinical areas due to the specific requirements of each unit. Operationally we are unable to accommodate 
roster changes. 

 Full 7-day week roster working all shifts including 12-hour shifts (inclusive of early, afternoon and 
night shifts) 

 

Placement Details 
 
SCUH Operating Room Suites (ORS) has 16 operating theatres providing a 24-hour 7-day a week services 
for elective, trauma and emergency surgery supported by an after-hours on-call service. This service 
incorporates  

 Anaesthetic nursing - supporting the anaesthetists in the safe delivery of anaesthesia  
 Instrument / Circulator nursing (scrub / scout) - supporting to the surgical team, safety of the 

patient during the surgical procedure including data entry into electronic medical record 
 Post Anaesthetic Care Unit (PACU) - providing safe recovery from anaesthesia and surgical 

procedures 
 
Surgical procedures provided include but are not limited to: 

 Breast and Endocrine 
 Colorectal  
 Dental 
 Ear Nose and Throat (ENT) 
 Electro Convulsive Therapy (ECT) 
 Emergency and trauma 
 General surgeries 
 Hepatopancreatobiliary 
 Obstetric and gynaecological 
 Ophthalmology 
 Orthopaedic 
 Paediatric 
 Plastic 
 Upper gastrointestinal 
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 Urological 
 Vascular and endovascular 

 
Learning Objectives/Opportunities 
 
There are many learning opportunities available for students, below are some that can be achieved while on 
placement (with consideration of the student’s scope of practice): 

 Admission and discharge of patients 
 Care planning, time management and prioritisation skills 
 Teamwork and communication skills including escalation of care 
 Clinical handover and communicating with the multi-disciplinary team (MDT) 
 Deeper understanding of the patient journey through the Hospital and Health Service (HHS) 
 Patient assessment skills 
 Pre and post procedure care, observations, and management 
 Medical terminology - specifically operation descriptions, interpret operating list and look up 

procedure 
 “Time out” procedure and the surgical safety checklist 
 Monitor for and identify breaches in aseptic technique and discuss corrective action 
 Positioning used for patients during surgery and assist with patient transfers 
 Surgical hand antisepsis, gowning & gloving 
 Describe the principles of prepping & draping the patient 
 Discuss counting for surgical procedures 
 Management of sharps on the aseptic field 
 Maintaining an aseptic field 
 Double scrub for procedure 

 

Pre-reading/revisiting 
 
Students are encouraged to review their learning utilising education provider resources or professional 
programs on the following topics: 

 Perioperative Nursing 
 Anatomy and physiology  
 Surgical antisepsis, gowning and gloving 
 Clinical skills and procedures mentioned above 

 




