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Nursing - Sunshine Coast University Hospital (SCUH) 
Unit Profile - Orthopaedic Surgical Inpatient Unit (IPH - 5A) 
 
Location 
 
6 Doherty Street 
Birtinya Qld 4575 
Purple Lifts Level 5 
Phone: (07) 5202 8724 
 

Shift Times 
 
Shift times are outlined on the student roster provided before each placement period. These will vary between 
clinical areas due to the specific requirements of each unit. Operationally we are unable to accommodate 
roster changes. 

 Full 7-day week roster working all shifts (inclusive of early, afternoon and night shifts) 
 

Placement Details 
 
Inpatient Unit (IPU) 5A provides orthopaedic services, both emergent and elective through a coordinated 
multidisciplinary approach, resulting in optimal patient outcomes. The clinical area is comprised of 32 beds. 
5A delivers a high level of specialist nursing care to patients with a variety of orthopaedic conditions and 
complex interventions which include (but are not limited to), the following: 

 Post elective joint repairs and spinal surgery. 
 Complex trauma injuries 
 Elderly patients with neck of femurs (NOF) fractures 
 Long bone injuries and other bony injuries 

 

Learning Objectives/Opportunities 
 
There are many learning opportunities available for students, below are some that can be achieved while 
on placement (with consideration of the student’s scope of practice): 

 Admission and discharge of patients 
 Care planning, time management and prioritisation skills  
 Teamwork and communication skills including escalation of care 
 Clinical handover and communicating with the multi-disciplinary team (MDT) 
 Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) 
 Deeper understanding of the patient journey through the Hospital and Health Service (HHS) 
 Patient assessment skills - primary survey and secondary survey (head to toe assessment) 
 Vital signs and blood glucose monitoring, including recognising a deteriorating patient 
 Performing electrocardiograms (ECG) 
 Pre and post procedure care, observations, and management 
 Medication management including Intravenous (IV) antibiotics, nebulisers, analgesia 
 Simple and complex dressings and aseptic no-touch technique 
 Management of drains, including removal 
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Pre-reading/revisiting 
 
Students are encouraged to review their learning utilising education provider resources or professional 
programs on the following topics: 

 Anatomy and physiology 
 Patient assessment 
 Pre and post operative care 
 Wound care and drain management 

 


