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NURSING - Sunshine Coast University Hospital (SCUH)  
Unit Profile - Surgical Decision Unit (SDU)- 3B 
 
Location 
 
6 Doherty Street 
Birtinya Qld 4575 
Main Building, Orange Lifts, 
Level 3, Ward 3B 
Phone: (07) 5202 8067 
 

Shift Times 
 
Shift times are outlined on the student roster provided before each placement period. These will vary between 
clinical areas due to the specific requirements of each unit. Operationally we are unable to accommodate 
roster changes. 

 Full 7-day week roster working all shifts (inclusive of early, afternoon and night shifts) 
 

Placement Details 
 
The Surgical Decision Unit (SDU), unlike an inpatient unit, is a high turnover patient flow and admission 
surgical unit. Its operational objectives are to reduce Emergency Department (ED) bed occupancy of surgical 
patients, streamline the surgical inpatient journey, and to enable timely access to the most appropriate & safe 
care to our patients.  
 
The SDU is purposely staffed with surgical nurses who are equipped with high calibre speciality knowledge 
to provide high standards of patient focused care through assessment, planning, early intervention & 
evaluation of acute surgical problems. These can include: 

 General surgical 
 Gastrointestinal issues 
 Cellulitis 
 Ears Nose Throat (ENT) e.g., Tonsillectomy and adenoidectomy 

 
Learning Objectives/Opportunities 
 
There are many learning opportunities available for students, below are some that can be achieved while on 
placement (with consideration of the student’s scope of practice): 

 Admission and discharge of patients 
 Care planning, time management and prioritisation skills 
 Teamwork and communication skills including escalation of care 
 Clinical handover and communicating with the multi-disciplinary team (MDT) 
 Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) 
 Deeper understanding of the patient journey through the Hospital and Health Service (HHS). 
 Patient assessment skills 
 Medication management 
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 Wound care - simple  
 Pre and post procedure care, observations, and management 

 

Pre-reading/revisiting 
 
Students are encouraged to review their learning, using education provider resources or professional 
programs on the following topics: 

 Anatomy and pathophysiology 
 Basic understanding of interpreting blood serology levels and normal ranges 
 Pain assessment 
 Wellbeing and pain management 
 Pre and post operative care 
 Wound management 

 

 

 


